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Module Aims  
This module will enable students to explore design as a problem-solving exercise applying 
knowledge to the analysis a client brief demonstrating advanced application of interpretative 
skills, site analysis and sensitivity to architectural, landscape, social and environmental aspects 
of the brief.  
Students will develop an advanced awareness of three-dimensional space in terms of 
atmosphere, scale and proportion and on the basis of comparative evaluation develop critical 
awareness in the identification of problem and potential of the site. 
The evaluation process will continue to increase individual understanding of what constitutes a 
successful design solution recognising function, human activity and perception.  
Students will investigate and critically analyse their own work and that of fellow students, 
developing the ability to make independent creative decisions and enabling them to identify a 
workable and personal design philosophy. 
Students will undertake a practical investigation of colour, texture, form and light examining 
current research, both technical and aesthetic, appropriate to interior/exterior use.  
To establish a comprehensive reference/sourcing system to facilitate the development of 
individual learning ability and reinforcing the connection between research, sourcing and design 
development relevant to continuing professional development. 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 
KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 
KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 
KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 
KS5 Information management skills 
KS6 Research skills 
KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 
KS8 Career management skills 
KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 
 management) 
KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 
Professionally interpret a client brief and respond to a site 
through a design process showing incremental development 
and critical analysis of proposed design solutions. 

3  
1  
  

2 
Manipulate all the functional requirements in the development 
of a viable, original and innovative solution to the design 
problems identified through advanced analysis and evaluation 
of the brief. 
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3  

3 
Evaluate current technical and aesthetic materials, lighting 
systems, furniture, sustainable practice and content relevant 
to atmosphere and function within detailed design solutions.   
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Transferable skills and other attributes 
Design and development skills 
Team working and collaboration 
Creative problem solving 
Management of learning and time 
Career development skills 
 
Derogations  

None 

 

Assessment:  

Indicative Assessment Tasks:  
The student is expected to evidence advanced knowledge through the production of design 
solutions showing a continuing innovative and creative approach to resolving the problems 
encountered across several design scenarios.  The student will be assessed on their capability 
to present an original solution to a design problem, with alternative or revised design elements, 
as if communicating with specialist and non-specialist audiences. Design solutions will 
encompass overall schematics, detailed areas, technical and aesthetic input and a successful 
communication of the final design. An original and self-directed approach to communication, 
visualisations may be 2 or 3 dimensional, CAD or hand, as is appropriate determined by the 
student. Self-assessment and peer review will be part of the process.  
 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting (%) 
Duration  
or 
Word count (or 
equivalent if appropriate) 

1 1,2,3 Coursework 100%  
 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
Students will explore and evaluate the organisation of complex spaces with multi-functional 
uses in a systematic manner and in relationship to the particular requirements of a client brief. 
Across a variety of domestic and commercial projects, students will be expected to support 
their design concepts through the practical evaluation of the core elements of scale, light, form, 
colour and texture.   
 
Studio based verbal presentations and critique sessions will see students individually detailing 
the record of design development work showing how they have progressed understanding and 
knowledge.  Across all assignments students will advance knowledge and understanding 
developing skills to identify, describe and evaluate their design rationale as they progress 
through the course. 

 
Tutors will encourage students to explore assignments that provide opportunities to manipulate 
the design principles across sites which facilitate decision making in increasingly complex 
situations.   The integration of lighting and decoration to support the ambience of the design 
schemes is an essential consideration within this module and for continuing relevance to 
professional practice.  In addition, the appropriate technical and decorative use of materials, 



especially in relation to the theory and application of colour and light, and the co-ordination of 
functional and aesthetically appropriate furniture are developed and analysed. 

 
This studio based active learning environment will consolidate the methods and organisational 
skills required to produce full notes, key notes, comprehensive schedules and specifications to 
describe fully presented scheme designs to aid continual professional development.  It also 
explores techniques to provide sufficient information to market a proposal successfully and 
demonstrate self-directed learning. 
 
 
Syllabus outline: 
Lectures based delivery exploring the principles of design.  
Studio skills focus on design project work and planning and implementation of tasks to produce 
a result commensurate with professional expectation. 
Exploration of professional competencies as outlined through R.I.B.A and BIID guidelines. 
Self-reflective skill developed through studio discussion.  
Specialist lectures also introduce a series of fundamental design issues followed by and 
relating closely to each design project.   
Design development and critical analysis. 
Consideration of professional relevance and investigation of current innovative solutions and 
materials. 
 
Interim presentation of projects provides a formal point for discussion and encourages critical 
peer involvement and self-assessment.  
Personal tutorials with Course Leaders and/or specialists continue to increase knowledge and 
understanding.  

 
The industry contributes invaluable expertise to the course content bridging the gap between 
the domestic and commercial market, in a series of material and trade presentations.  
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